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5,000 feet, and covered for the most part with deciduous
forest, in which, in the southern parts, the most noticeable
trees are the teak and ironwood (Xylia dolabriformis\ and
in the northern the sal (Shorea robust a).
Behind the eastern ghat scarp comes the Deccan
plateau, partly covered with forest, partly cultivated. In
the cultivated fields cotton is a common crop, especially
on those areas of decomposed rock known as black cotton
lands. Among the trees, red sanders (JPterocarpits santa-
linus) and sandal (Santalum album) are the most noticeable,
and the small vegetation in the open country consists very
largely of somewhat shrubby species of AcantJiacece.
Sir Joseph Hooker, in his account of the Botany of
India in the Imperial Gazetteer^ divides the Peninsula into
five regions, each of which contains a portion of the Madras
Presidency. These regions are :—
(i) What may be called the Northern Circars region,
the country north of the river Godavari. It is all more or
less hilly country, for, though here and there are some flat
areas near the coast, especially the northern part of the
Godavari delta, the hills come more or less down to the"
sea, and in some places, e.g. near Vizagapatam, form
quite bold headlands. The highest point is Mahendragiri
(4,923 feet), the summit of which is scarcely more than
20 miles in a straight line from the coast; but there are
also other high peaks, especially in the densely wooded
ranges of Golgonda and Rampa. The flora of the higher
ranges shows a decided affinity to that of the hills of
Assam and Burma, and possesses many plants of the
temperate regions, and one especially noticeable plant on
Mahendragiri is a date palm (Plmiix robustaf), while tfre
bracken fern covers the grass lands as elsewhere in the
world at suitable elevations. The main hill slopes are
forest-clad, except for the patches of cultivation round
the villages of the Kondhs and other primitive tribes. The

